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Joseph H. Harrington 
United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Washington 
Brian M. Donovan 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Post Office Box 1494 
Spokane, Washington 99210-1494 
Telephone: (509) 353-2767 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


No.2:19-CV-00223 


V. 


COMPLAINT 


SHANNON DUNKIN, 
Defendant. 


Plaintiff, United States of America, on behalf of the Department of Health & 
Human Services (“HHS”), by and through Joseph H. Harrington, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, and Brian M. Donovan, Assistant 
United States Attorney, complains and alleges as follows: 

1. This action is brought by the United States of America, with jurisdiction 
provided by 28 U.S.C. Section 1345. 

2. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(1) because 
this is the judicial district in which Defendant, Shannon Dunkin, resides. 

3. Defendant submitted an application to participate in the National Health 
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Service Corps (NHSC) Loan Repayment Program (LRP). 42 U.S.C. § 2541-1. Said 
application was approved and Defendant entered into an NHSC/LRP contract on 
August 22, 2012. Funds totaling $60,000 were paid to her by the federal government 
in accordance with the above statute and corresponding implementing regulations. 42 
C.F.R. part 62, subpart B. 

4. These funds were paid to Defendant upon the condition that Defendant 
provide health services on a half-time clinical basis in a “health professional shortage 
area” for four (4) years from August 22, 2012, to August 22, 2016. 

5. Defendant resigned her employment after only eight (8) months of service 
and subsequently accepted employment at a site not approved by NHSC for the 
purposes of meeting her service obligation. 

6. On or about December 5, 2013, Defendant was notified that she had been 
placed in default for failing to fulfill her NHSC/LRP contract. 

7. Defendant is indebted to Plaintiff in the principal amount of $199,240.25, 
plus interest on this principal computed at the rate of 10.125 percent per annum in the 
amount of $87,551.06 as of March 12, 2019, and interest continuing thereafter on this 
principal at the rate of $55.27 per day, until the date of judgment. See Exhibit A 
attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

8. Demand has been made upon Defendant by Plaintiff for the sum due but the 
amount due remains unpaid. 

9. Wherefore, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendant for the total of 
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$286,791.31, inclusive of interest of $87,551.06 at 10.125 percent per annum on the 
principal sum of $199,240.25, which has accrued as of Mareh 12, 2019, and will 
eontinue to accrue until date of judgment. Plaintiff further demands, pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1961, that interest on the judgment be at the legal rate until paid in full. 
Dated June 27, 2019. 

Joseph H. fJarrington 
United States Attorney 

s/ Brian M. Donovan _ 

Brian M. Donovan 

Assistant United States Attorney 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


Program Support Center 


Debt Collection Center 


CERTIFICATE OF INDEBTEDNESS 


National Health Service Corps 
Loan Repayment Program 


Shannon B. Dunkin 
2619 W Walton Ave 
Spokane, WA 99205 
REF: 23140031 
SSN: XXX-XX-3958 


Total debt due United States as of March 12,2019: $286,791.31 (principal $199,240.25, interest $87,551.06). 

I certify that the Department of Health and Human Services' (DHHS) records show that the individual 
named above is indebted to the United States in the amormt stated above. Interest accrues on the principal 
amount of this debt at the fixed rate of 10.125% per annum. The interest accrues at $55.27 per day. 

Ms. Shannon B. Dunkin submitted an application to participate in the National Health Service Corps (NHSC) 
Loan Repayment Program (LRP) (42 U.S.C. 2541-1). The application was approved, and she entered into an 
NHSC/LRP contract on August 22, 2012. Funds totaling $60,000 were paid her by the Federal government in 
accordance with the provisions of the statute and implementing regulations [42 C.F.R. Part 62, Subpart B]. 

These funds were paid upon the condition that she provide health services on a half-time clinical basis in a 
health professional shortage area (designated under 42 U.S.C. 254e and 42 C.F.R. Part 5) assigned by the 
Secretary. She was obligated to provide service for 4 years from August 22, 2012 to August 22, 2016. She was 
assigned to Lutheran Community Services Northwest, Spokane, Washington. She resigned her employment 
on May 10, 2013. By email dated November 18, 2013, Ms. Dunkin confirmed that she would be accepting an 
offer of employment at a site not approved by NHSC. She did not complete the service obligation owed 
under the written contract. She completed 262 days; 8 fuU months of service. 

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 254o(c)(l), if (for any reason) an individual fails either to begin or to complete his or her 
period of obligated service, the United States shall be entitled to recover from the individual an amount equal 


to the sum of: 


(A) the total of the amounts paid by the United States for any period of obhgated service not served, 

(B) a penalty equal to the product of the number of months of obligated service that were not 
completed by an individual, multiplied by $3,750, and 

(C) interest on the above amounts from the date of the breach; 

except, the amount the United States is entitled to recover shall not be less than $31,000.00. 
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PAGE 2 - CERTIFICATE OF INDEBTEDNESS - SHANNON B. DUNKIN 


The amount the United States is entitled to recover consists of: 

(A) the total of the amounts paid by the United States for any period of obhgated service not served, 

• $49,240.25 ($60,000 divided by 1,461 obhgated service days times 1,199 days unserved), and 

(B) an amount equal to the product of the full number of months of obligated service not completed, 
multiphed by $3,750.00. 

• $150,000 ($3,750 multiplied by 40 months of service not completed) 

For a total beginning principal of $199,240.25 

(C) interest on the above amounts from the date of the breach. 


On December 05, 2013, she was notified that she had been placed in default for failing to fulfill the 
requirements of her NHSC/LRP contract. She was advised that the debt must be paid within one (1) year 
from the date of default. She was also provided instructions for entering a repayment agreement. 

In a letter dated June 27, 2014, she was advised that her account had been referred to a private coUection 
agency. She was notified that unless payment in full or an RA was concluded, the account would be referred 
to DOJ for enforced coUection. 

By letter dated September 5, 2014, she was advised that her account was delinquent. She was notified of HHS' 
intent to refer her debt to other Federal agencies for the purpose of administrative offset, which may include 
Federal tax refund offset, salary offset, wage garnishment, and other Federal or State Agencies payments. She 
was advised that paying the debt in fuU or entering into an RA would terminate administrative offset. 

Ms. Dunkin was sent a final notice on November 10, 2015, November 17, 2015, July 28, 2016, December 5, 
2018 and March 12, 2019 regarding the delinquent debt. She was advised that if repayment arrangements 
were not finalized that her debt would be referred to the DOJ for enforced coUection. She did not comply. 

The foUowing provides a breakdown of payments made on the debt: 

Voluntary Payments 08/29/14/to 12/29/14 1,250.00 

Treasury Offset Payments 01/14/15/ to 02/06/19 _ 28,976.40 

Total $30,226.40 


Repeated attempts by HHS have been unsuccessful in establishing an acceptable repayment agreement. The 
debt is now being referred to the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) for enforced coUection. 


CERTIFICATION: Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746,1 certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Chief, Debt Referral Section 
Program Support Center 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Eastern District of Washington 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Plaint iff(s) 

V. 


SHANNON DUNKIN 

Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

Toi (Defendant’s name and address) Shannon Dunkin 

2619 W. Walton Ave. 

Spokane, WA 99205 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Brian M. Donovan 

Assistant United States Attorney 
PO Box 1494 
Spokane,WA 99210-1494 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

j Civil Action No. 2:19-CV-00223 

) 

) 

) 

) 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date 


SEAN F. McAVOY, Clerk 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 2:19-CV-00223 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (1)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ o.OO 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date 


Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


























